Govt. to fast-track green nod

MOoEF issues fresh guidelines to accelerate environmental appraisal of projects

JACOB KOSHY
VIKAS DHOOT
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests (MoEF)
wants to expedite the envi-
ronment appraisal of indus-
trial projects. These apprai-
sals, as per norms, are
conducted by independent
panels of experts that have
representatives from the go-
vernment as well as from
outside, trained in matters of
ecology, wildlife and habitat
preservation.

The Expert Appraisal
Committees (EACs) opine on
whether a proposed project
beyond a certain size ought
to be commissioned and re-
commend ways to mitigate
the potential environmental
impact. Their advice is criti-
cal to the MoEF’s eventual
decision to either clear or
red flag a project.

However, a November 11
letter from the Ministry’s En-
vironment Impact Assess-
ment division, that coordi-
nates EAC meetings, issued

.

Rapid results: The recommendations include ensuring that

expert panel meetings are held at least once in 15 days.

fresh guidelines to acceler-
ate the appraisal process.

‘Avoid delays’

“During the review meetings
held for streamlining the En-
vironmental Clearances (EC)
process, it has come to not-
ice that the grant of EC is de-
layed due to various reasons
which could be avoided...
Member Secretaries of the
various sectors may strictly
adhere to the following gui-
delines to avoid unnecessary
delay while granting ECs,”
the letter said.

The recommendations in-
clude ensuring that EAC
meetings are held at least
once in 15 days. All proposals
that were placed for appro-
val 10 days before a meeting
ought to be considered (It is
15 days now).

“The queries or issues,
which the division may have,
should be raised during the
EAC meeting only. Member
Secretary (MS) ought to en-
sure that the relevant quer-
ies of the division are also
pointed out at the time of
EAC meetings itself so as to

avoid occasion for such qu-
eries before and after exami-
nation by Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC),” the mis-
sive noted.

Environmental law spe-
cialist and researcher at the
Centre for Policy Research,
Kanchi Kohli said it was le-
gally contentious if an office
order could curtail the role
of the EAC that requires de-
tailed scrutiny of applica-
tions seeking environmental
clearance.

“What is even more con-
cerning is the Environment
Ministry’s approach to read-
ing down its own mandate
for environment protection.
Accelerated approvals defi-
nitely don’t allow for good
environmental  decisions
and do not necessitate that
projects will be up and run-
ning to support an already
sluggish economy. Our cur-
rent approval rates are close
to 100%, and yet there is an
economic slowdown,” she
told The Hindu.



